
The OppoViWe Of Silence: An InWrodXcWion

EYer\ loVV doeV noW hold a promiVe of an\Whing like reVolXWion.

--KULVWa TLSSHWW, RQ ³aPbLJXRXV ORVV,´

a WHUP FRLQHG b\ SV\FKRORJLVW PaXOLQH BRVV

ThingV are noW geWWing ZorVe, Whe\ are geWWing XncoYered. We mXVW hold each oWher

WighW and conWinXe Wo pXll back Whe Yeil.

-- AGULHQQH MaUHH BURZQ,

ZULWHU aQG aFWLYLVW

II, LQVWHaG RI H[SORULQJ P\ HPbRGLHG QaUUaWLYH, WKLV SaSHU GHWaLOHG a VFLHQWLILF VWXG\ aQG

LWV ILQGLQJV, WKH SHHU UHYLHZ FRPPLWWHH ZRXOG bH TXLFN WR UHWXUQ WKH FRS\ VPXGJHG ZLWK

UHG LQN VXJJHVWLRQV. IQFOXVLYH HYLGHQFH ZRXOG bH WKH PaLQ RIIHQGHU; Woo Voon Wo Well, WKH\

ZRXOG Va\ aQG LW ZRXOG bH IaLU FULWLFLVP. FRU VRPHRQH ZKR ORYHV WR ZUaS XS HYHU\WKLQJ

IURP SURMHFWV WR HPRWLRQV WR FRQIOLFW LQ bHaXWLIXO SaSHU aQG QHaW VLON bRZV, I ILQG LW

FXULRXV WKaW I¶YH JUaYLWaWHG WR WKH KXPaQLWLHV, a ILHOG WKaW KaV QRWRULRXVO\ GHILHG FORVXUH,

WLG\ ILQGLQJV aQG bOaFN aQG ZKLWH WKLQNLQJ. TKHUH LV aOZa\V PRUH QXaQFH WR H[SORUH. TKH

aPbLJXLW\ RI WKH KXPaQLWLHV KaV bHHQ, LQ WKH SaVW, VRPHWKLQJ WKaW I IRXQG YaJXHO\

LUULWaWLQJ, \HW XOWLPaWHO\ HQGHaULQJ. I IHOW abRXW WKH KXPaQLWLHV-- ZULWLQJ aQG aUW LQ

SaUWLFXOaU-- OLNH I IHHO abRXW P\ OLWWOH bURWKHU. BRWK aUH H[aVSHUaWLQJ aW WLPHV bHFaXVH



WKH\ ZRQ¶W HYHU JLYH \RX a VROLG aQVZHU, bXW WKH\ aUH WRR SUHFLRXV aQG ORYabOH WR HYHU

VHULRXVO\ FRQVLGHU OHaYLQJ IRU JRRG. NRZ, IRU WKH ILUVW WLPH LQ P\ OLIH, I aP H[KaXVWHG b\

WKH SURFHVV RI FUHaWLRQ bHFaXVH I GRQ¶W NQRZ KRZ WR ZULWH abRXW P\VHOI LQ aQ\

PHaQLQJIXO Za\ ZKHQ PRVW HYHU\WKLQJ KaV ORVW LWV RUGHU; WKH IOLPV\ LQWHUQaO VWUXFWXUHV

WKaW I¶YH FRXQWHG RQ IRU \HaUV aUH VSOLQWHULQJ.

IQ KHU PHPRLU, In Whe Dream HoXVe, CaUPHQ MaULa MaFKaGR aVNV, ³HRZ GR ZH GR ULJKW

b\ WKH ZURQJHG SHRSOH RI WKH SaVW ZLWKRXW SK\VLFaO HYLGHQFH RI WKHLU VXIIHULQJ? HRZ GR

ZH GLUHFW RXU UHFRUG NHHSLQJ WRZaUGV MXVWLFH?´ (5). US XQWLO P\ 24WK \HaU, P\ bRG\ aQG

LWV VWRU\ KaG bHHQ bXULHG bHQHaWK Oa\HUV RI SOaVWHU aQG GXVW. B\ PaQ\ aFFRXQWV, WKH

SK\VLFaO HYLGHQFH RI SaVW ZURQJGRLQJV LV JRQH. TKHUH aUH QR VFaUV aQG WKHUH LV QR SaSHU

WUaLO aQG WKHUH LV QR RQH HOVH aOLYH ZKR UHPHPbHUV-- PaQ\ Va\ WKaW WKH FaVH LV FORVHG.

BHFaXVH RI WKLV, I KaYH H[LVWHG LQ a OLPLQaO VSaFH IRU P\ ZKROH OLIH ZKHUH WKH SaVW ZaV

QRW aFFHVVLbOH, \HW FRQVWaQWO\ SUHVHQW. MaFKaGR ZULWHV abRXW ³[J]aSV ZKHUH SHRSOH QHYHU

VHH WKHPVHOYHV RU ILQG LQIRUPaWLRQ abRXW WKHPVHOYHV´ (5). I OLYHG IRU PaQ\ \HaUV LQ RQH

VXFK JaS aQG FRQVLGHUHG WKH UHVXOWLQJ VLOHQFH a bOHVVLQJ. I FRXOG bH IUHH aW OaVW. BXW IRU

WKH ILUVW WLPH LQ P\ OLIH WKLV SaVW VXPPHU, a IOLFNHU RI RXWUaJH VSaUNHG. I ZaQW WR UHFRUG

P\ WUXWK-- aQG I ZaQW LW WR bHQG WRZaUGV MXVWLFH. TKH RSSRVLWH RI VLOHQFH LV baOORRQLQJ

LQVLGH RI PH aQG I GRQ¶W NQRZ ZKaW WR FaOO LW \HW H[FHSW WR Va\ WKaW LW¶V WKHUH. TKLV bRG\ RI

ZRUN LV QRWKLQJ PRUH WKaQ WKH UHFRUG RI P\VHOI aW WKLV PRPHQW LQ WLPH aQG VSaFH.

I ZaQWHG WR ZULWH WULXPSKaQWO\. I ZaQWHG WR ZLVK ZLWK P\ KaQGV, WR FUaIW FOaULW\ ZKHUH

WKHUH RQFH ZaV QRWKLQJ. I ZaQWHG WR SUHVHQW WKLV SLHFH RI ZULWLQJ LQ LWV PRVW SROLVKHG

IRUP aV SURRI WKaW I FRXOG QaYLJaWH WKH UXSWXULQJ RI LQQHU ZRUOGV. BXW I FaQ¶W GR aQ\ RI



WKaW ULJKW QRZ bHFaXVH LW¶V LPSRVVLbOH WR SUHVHQW WKH OHVVRQV ZKHQ \RX KaYHQ¶W ILQLVKHG

OHaUQLQJ WKHP. InconclXViYe eYidence, \RX PLJKW Va\. IQVWHaG, I aP OHWWLQJ P\ bUHaWK

aQG P\ KRSH FaWFK RQ µVNLOOIXO ZLOO¶, a WHUP FRLQHG b\ WKH ZULWHU, SHOaK SaWHUVWURP. IQ KHU

bRRN, Ideal SXggeVWionV: EVVa\V in DiYinaWor\ PoeWicV, SaWHUVWURP GHILQHV VNLOOIXO ZLOO

aV ³ZRUNLQJ ZLWK ZKaW \RX¶YH JRW WR FUHaWH WKH PRVW SRLJQaQW UHVXOW´ ([). I GRQ¶W KaYH a

UHILQHG QaUUaWLYH RU KaUG-ZRQ OHVVRQV WR RIIHU; I RQO\ KaYH IUaJPHQWV aQG WKH GHVLUH WR

GLUHFW P\ UHFRUG NHHSLQJ WRZaUGV MXVWLFH. I aP OHWWLQJ VNLOOIXO ZLOO WaNH KROG-- I aP

JaWKHULQJ XS WKH SLHFHV aQG I aP FKRRVLQJ WR ORRN aQG I aP KRSLQJ WKaW b\ ZULWLQJ P\

Za\ aURXQG aQG abRXW aQG WKURXJK P\ LQQHU OaQGVFaSH, I FaQ, aW WKH YHU\ OHaVW, NHHS

P\VHOI FRPSaQ\ LQ WKH GaUN.1

1 TKLV OaVW FOaXVH LV LQVSLUHG b\ OOLYLa GaWZRRG¶V LQWURGXFWLRQ WR KHU bRRN RI SRHPV, Life of Whe ParW\. SKH
FRQFOXGHV WKH LQWURGXFWLRQ b\ ZULWLQJ, ³I aVNHG HaUOLHU ZKaW VWaNH SRHWU\ KaV LQ WKLV FRQYHUVaWLRQ. TKH RQO\
aQVZHU I KaYH LV WKLV: WR KHOS XV IHHO OHVV aORQH LQ WKH GaUN´ ([Y).


